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Our Vision 

 

We believe in female founders.  We believe teams that include female founders perform better.  We 

believe there is huge potential for more female founders to scale their companies internationally. 

 

About the AccelerateHER Awards 2022 in partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs 

 

The AccelerateHER Awards in partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs are UK-wide for 2022. Now in their 

seventh year, and previously a Scotland-only event, the awards are set to recognise inspirational female 

founder success across the whole of the UK, thanks to a new partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs. 

 

The awards celebrate women excelling in their sector and are split across four regions - Scotland, Wales, 

Northern Ireland, North England and South England - with four categories in each region: Science and 

MedTech; FinTech, Data Science and Cybersecurity; CleanTech, Climate and Net Zero; and Disruptive 

Innovation.  

 

In just six years, the awards have quickly developed a reputation for providing a springboard to growth 

for finalists and winners by opening doors to new connections and opportunities through the global 

AccelerateHER and Barclays Eagle Labs networks.  

 

Previous AccelerateHER Award winners have accessed incredible top-level market building missions to 

California, New York, Boston, Berlin and Dubai – resulting in new investment leads, extensive new 

business and a much extended network including top industry leaders and finance community ‘movers 

and shakers’. 

 

The category winners in each of five regions will receive a mentoring package from Investing Women 

Angels and get the opportunity to take part in one of AccelerateHER’s international market building 

missions* to Europe, North America or the Middle East. Winners will become part of the AccelerateHER 

network and benefit from priceless connections, industry contacts, potential funders and learning. 

 

In addition to becoming part of the AccelerateHER community, you are eligible to receive support and 

access to the Barclays Eagle Labs and Barclays network. 

 

Eagle labs is committed to helping their members and wider entrepreneurial ecosystem grow and scale, 

through their network of co-working spaces, mentors and learning tools, as well as their events, 

programmes and workshops for ambitious businesses. 

 

To enter, first ensure you meet the entry criteria and read further information, the application process 

involves a short application form and a three-minute pitch on the dedicated AccelerateHER Awards in 

partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs platform, Submit. 

 

Applications are open from Thursday 28th October and close 11.55pm on Wednesday 22nd December. 

 

*International market building missions will only go ahead if it is safe to do so in light of the current 

global pandemic. If we can’t travel, rest assured we will still put together an amazing prize package to 

help accelerate your business and make international connections. 

Enter the AccelerateHER Awards 2022 in partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs 

https://accelerateher.submit.com/


 

 

Dates for your diary 
 

● Thursday 28 October 2021 – Showcase launch and open for entries  

● Wednesday 22 December 2021 – Close for entries  

● Monday 24 January 2022 – Announcement of finalists. If you have been successful, you will 

have to then submit a one-page executive summary by the 11th of February. 

● Thursday 17 and 24 February 2022 – Pitch practice sessions available  

● Week commencing 21 March 2022 – AccelerateHER Finals, regional finals per morning.  

○ Monday 21st March – North England,  

○ Tuesday 22nd March – Northern Ireland,  

○ Wednesday 23rd March – Wales, 

○ Thursday 24th March – Scotland,  

○ Friday 25th March – South England 

 

Regions 

 

We are delighted to be expanding the Awards UK-wide for 2022. Please see below details of the five UK 

regions. Entrants will select their nearest Eagle Lab during the application process, and this will 

determine which region they are included in. Entrants can only enter one region and one category.  

 

We are delighted our Scottish regional partners are The Scottish Government and CGI.  

 

Scotland Wales Northern Ireland North England South England 

 

 

 

Aberdeen  

Edinburgh  

Cardiff Belfast Cumbria  

Hull  

Liverpool  

Manchester  

Isle of Man  

Leeds  

Lincoln  

Newcastle  

Sheffield 

Bournemouth  

Brighton  

Oxford  

Birmingham  

Jersey  

Southampton  

Cranfield  

Cambridge  

Stratford (Plexal)  

Guernsey  

 

 

 

  



 

 

Categories  

 

• Science and MedTech 

This award recognises life changing innovations through unparalleled creativity in science or 

medical technology. If your business is at the forefront of your sector, pushing scientific 

boundaries with anything from medical devices to life changing apps, then this is the category 

for you. Previous winners of this category include Kate Cameron of Cytochroma in 2021 and 

Lise Pape of Walk With Path in 2020. 

 

• FinTech, Data Science and Cybersecurity  

This award celebrates businesses that are changing the face of financial services and data 

science. If you’re embracing the open banking revolution through financial technology; 

providing cybersecurity solutions to protect the most vulnerable of data; harnessing data to 

extract and harness knowledge then this category is for you. This was won by Sarah Werner of 

Husmus in 2021 and Sheila Hogan of Biscuit Tin in 2020. 

 

• CleanTech, Climate and Net Zero  

This category is for companies using technology to tackle the climate crisis. No matter what 

field you’re working in, if you’re on a journey to Net Zero by developing solutions to reduce 

emissions and combat global warming, this is the award for you. Ash Penley of Zoex Power 

won this category in 2021. 

 

• Disruptive Innovation  

If you don’t fit into one of the other three categories but your business is trail blazing with 

technological innovation and brilliance, then you could be our Disruptive Innovator  

for 2022. We want to hear from businesses who are disrupting their sector with new ideas. 

Last year Rebecca Goss of Xgenix won this category and in 2020 Tersha Willis of Terrible* 

won. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like more information or have questions about the AccelerateHER Awards 2022 in 

partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs, please read the further information below or contact: 

Elizabeth Pirrie on Elizabeth@investingwomen.co.uk  

https://www.cytochroma.uk/
https://walkwithpath.com/
https://husmus.net/
https://biscuittin.co.uk/
https://zoexpower.com/
https://terrible.group/
mailto:Elizabeth@investingwomen.co.uk


 

 

How to enter the AccelerateHER Awards  

 

The application process for the AccelerateHER Awards 2022 in partnership with Barclays Eagle 

Labs is hosted on the dedicated platform Submit. You’ll be asked to create an account so you can 

revisit your application at any time before submitting.  

The application includes:  

• Basic questions on you, your business, your location and alignment to the Award 

categories, 

• A 3 minute pitch video. This can be pre-recorded to upload, or you can record your 

pitch via your webcam directly onto the application platform.  

Applications close at 11.55pm on Wednesday 22nd December.   

More information and advice on the pitch video is available below.  

 

Entry Criteria  

If the following applies to you, you are eligible to apply for the AccelerateHER Awards 2022, in 

partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs: 

• My company has at least one female founder 

• My company is UK registered. 

• My company fits into one of the categories: Science and MedTech; FinTech, Data Science 

and Cybersecurity; CleanTech, Climate and Net Zero, and Disruptive Innovation. (If you are 

in any doubt, contact elizabeth@investingwomen.co.uk to check) 

• My company has a female founder that will be available to present our pitch at the Finals 

taking place week commencing Monday 21st March 2022 on Zoom. 

Pitch Video Advice 

You are required to submit a three-minute video outlining your business. Please note that these 

videos will be privately viewed by the judging panel only.  They will not be shared publicly.  We 

respect your confidentiality and will not discuss your ideas with anyone outside of the judging 

panel without first obtaining your consent.  

To help prepare your pitch content, you can watch this helpful video and see below. 

Video criteria 

 

The pitch video does not need to be sophisticated. You can make it on your smartphone from your 

kitchen table, or pitch direct using your webcam to the Submit application platform (it also allows 

multiple takes!). What we are looking for is an overview of your company! Not your video editing 

skills. 

Three minutes is the maximum length of video. Pre-recorded pitches can be submitted as an .MP4 

or .MOV formats with a size limit of 250MB. You can also submit these as YouTube or Vimeo links.  

  

mailto:elizabeth@investingwomen.co.uk
https://youtu.be/MYQAFN4XG1I


 

What are the judges looking for? 

 

The judges will be looking at the following areas: 

• MARKET – Your knowledge of your target market and your route to market. Make sure your 

business model is clearly stated. Who are your competitors and how do you plan to 

compete? 

• SCALE - What is your potential and plan to scale your business? What international markets 

do you plan to target? 

• TEAM – do you have the right team to help you achieve your ambitions? Or do you know 

what skills you are lacking within your team and how you will source them going forward? 

• FINANCE – do you have a clear financial plan? Do you know your funding requirements? 

• TECHNOLOGY – what is the technology behind your business? Do you have it protected? 

Can you prevent your competitors from copying you? A deep knowledge and evidence of 

your market; and ideally any market testing you have done. 

Privacy  

AccelerateHER and Barclays Eagle Labs are working together for the AccelerateHER Awards 2022. 

For this purpose, we are acting as joint data controllers in order to assess applications. Entrants 

will also have access to the AccelerateHER and Eagle Labs ecosystem, please opt-in to receive this 

support in the application form.  

For more detailed information on how and why AccelerateHER and Barclays Eagle Labs use your 

information, including the rights in relation to your personal data, and legal ground for using it, 

please review our Privacy Policies below: 

AccelerateHER Privacy Policy  

Barclays Eagle Labs Privacy Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://accelerateher.co.uk/privacy-policy/
https://labs.uk.barclays/privacy-policy


 

Frequently Asked Questions  

Am I Eligible to Enter?  

If the following applies to you, you are eligible to apply for the AccelerateHER Awards 2022, in 

partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs:  

• My company has at least one female founder  

• My company is UK registered.  

• My company fits into one of the categories: Science and MedTech; FinTech, Data Science 

and Cybersecurity; CleanTech, Climate and Net Zero, and Disruptive Innovation. (If you are 

in any doubt, contact elizabeth@investingwomen.co.uk to check)  

• My company has a female founder that will be available to present our pitch at 

the Finals taking place week commencing Monday 21st March 2022 on Zoom.  

I haven’t started trading yet. Can I still enter?  

Yes. As long as you are beyond the idea stage and have a clear vision of your business 

model. Ideally, you should have a Minimum Viable Product (MVP). 

How do I enter?  

Complete the short application form at our platform https://accelerateher.submit.com/ and submit 

your 3 minute video, either by recording it directly into the application or by uploading a pre-

recorded one by 11.55pm on Wednesday 22nd December.   

What happens after I have submitted my video?  

You will get an automated email from the AccelerateHER team to confirm that your entry has been 

received. The judges will then review the videos and applications and the finalists will be 

announced on Monday the 17th of January 2022. If you have been successful you will have to then 

submit a one-page executive summary by the 11th of February.  

Finalists will get an opportunity to attend an online pitch coaching session with some of the Angels 

from Investing Women Angels on either Thursday 17th or 24th February.   

The finals will be held the week commencing 21 March 2022 as follows:  

• Monday 21st March – North England,   

• Tuesday 22nd March – Northern Ireland,   

• Wednesday 23rd March – Wales,  

• Thursday 24th March – Scotland,   

• Friday 25th March – South England  

Each region will have a winner from each category who will be selected by our panel of judges after 

hearing your pitch and asking questions.  

  

mailto:elizabeth@investingwomen.co.uk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minimum_viable_product)
https://accelerateher.submit.com/


 

What are the judges looking for?  

The judges will be looking at the following areas:  

• MARKET – Your knowledge of your target market and your route to market. Make sure your 

business model is clearly stated. Who are your competitors and how do you plan to 

compete?  

• SCALE - What is your potential and plan to scale your business? What international markets 

do you plan to target?  

• TEAM – do you have the right team to help you achieve your ambitions? Or do you know 

what skills you are lacking within your team and how you will source them going forward?  

• FINANCE – do you have a clear financial plan? Do you know your funding requirements?  

• TECHNOLOGY – what is the technology behind your business? Do you have it protected? 

Can you prevent your competitors from copying you? A deep knowledge and evidence of 

your market; and ideally any market testing you have done.  

What should I put in my video?  

Your 3-minute video should briefly cover all of the points listed above. It doesn’t have to be an 

Oscar worthy presentation. You can record it on your phone, just make sure that the sound and 

picture quality is clear. Keep an eye on our social media channels for more hints and tips over the 

coming weeks.  

Will I get investment into my company if I am an AccelerateHER Award winner or finalist?  

The awards do not guarantee you investment from our own or other angel investment groups. 

However, one of the objectives of the AccelerateHER Awards has always been to increase the 

visibility of scalable female founded companies. Therefor the exposure you get during the process 

may help to you attract investment. Please see our founders page to learn more about the process 

for seeking investment.  

Can I enter more than one category?  

You are only allowed to enter one category. If you feel your business fits more than 1, choose the 

most appropriate. It’s worth keeping in mind that disruptive innovation gets the most entries, so if 

you can fit into one of the other three categories you will increase your chances.  

If the shortlisting judges feel an entry would be better suited to another category, you will be 

considered for that category instead.  

If you are still unsure which category to enter you can contact elizabeth@investingwomen.co.uk for 

guidance.  

  

https://www.investingwomen.co.uk/founders/
mailto:elizabeth@investingwomen.co.uk


 

Which region should I enter?  

During the application process, you will be asked to tell us your closest Barclays Eagle Labs. That 

will determine which region you will enter. The table below shows you the split:  

Scotland Wales Northern Ireland North England South England 

 

 

 

Aberdeen  

Edinburgh  

Cardiff Belfast Cumbria  

Hull  

Liverpool  

Manchester  

Isle of Man  

Leeds  

Lincoln  

Newcastle  

Sheffield 

Bournemouth  

Brighton  

Oxford  

Birmingham  

Jersey  

Southampton  

Cranfield  

Cambridge  

Stratford (Plexal)  

Guernsey  

  

I don’t think I will win, should I still enter?  

Absolutely! If you speak to any of our previous winners they will all tell you they didn’t expect to 

win. You might have just what the judges are looking for, so don’t underestimate yourself. By 

entering the AccelerateHER Awards in partnership with Barclays Eagle Labs you become part of 

the AccelerateHER network, joining over 5,000 female founders who are passionate 

about accelerating the growth, visibility and backing of female founders just like you. In addition, 

you are eligible to receive support and access to the Barclays Eagle Labs and Barclays network.   

Eagle labs is committed to helping their members and wider entrepreneurial ecosystem grow and 

scale, through their network of co-working spaces, mentors and learning tools, as well as their 

events, programmes and workshops for ambitious businesses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


